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Work in Belgium 

To settle and work in Belgium, you must meet a few conditions.  

These depend on the following three main factors: 

• Nationality and country of residence 

• Length of stay 

• Status (employee or self-employed) of professional activity in Belgium 

 

 

➢ PROFESSIONAL CARD 

Third-country nationals wishing to engage in self-employed activities in Belgium must hold a 

professional card. 

This document authorizes you to exercise a self-employed activity. The competence for work in 

Belgium is a regional responsibility.  

You will need to provide the following documents to the relevant Belgian embassy or consulate 

general:  

1. Filled in and signed application form for a professional card, to be downloaded from the website 

of the competent region.  

a. Brussels Capital Region 

b. Flemish Region 

c. Wallonia 

 

2. Three recent passport photos. 

3. A copy of your passport and a copy of your residence permit issued by local authorities. 

4. A recent criminal record extract, bearing an Apostille. The document must be translated by a 

certified translator into one of Belgium's official languages. Please find the list of translators 

recognized by our Embassy Legalisation of documents | FPS Foreign Affairs - Foreign Trade 

and Development Cooperation 

 

5. A medical certificate issued by a doctor approved by our Embassy: Visa for Belgium | FPS 
Foreign Affairs - Foreign Trade and Development Cooperation 
 

 

https://economy-employment.brussels/professional-card#:~:text=Forms,you%20live%20abroad
https://www.vlaanderen.be/en/working-enterprise-and-investment/working/professional-card-for-foreign-entrepreneurs/professional-card-forms-and-documents#:~:text=Contact-,Application%20forms,-First%20application%20that
https://emploi.wallonie.be/home/travailleurs-etrangers/carte-professionnelle.html#:~:text=Demande%20de%20carte%20professionnelle%20pour%20%C3%A9trangers%20r%C3%A9sidant%20%C3%A0%20l%27%C3%A9tranger
https://greece.diplomatie.belgium.be/en/consular-services/legalisation-documents
https://greece.diplomatie.belgium.be/en/consular-services/legalisation-documents
https://greece.diplomatie.belgium.be/en/travel-belgium/visa-belgium
https://greece.diplomatie.belgium.be/en/travel-belgium/visa-belgium
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6. A copy of the contract for the sale of shares in the company. 

7. A copy of the Belgian Official Gazette concerning the company. 

8. A copy of relevant diplomas. 

9. The turnover for the last 4 years and any losses or profits. 

10. A cover letter explaining why you want to invest in Belgium and your “business plan.” 

11. A copy of the proof of payment/bank transfer. 

 

Attention  

The official translation of the criminal record extract and the medical certificate must be legalized 

by our services upon payment of a consular fee of €20 (per document). 

 

The cost of applying for a professional card is €140.  

Payments can only be made by bank transfer to the Embassy's bank account: 

Bank : ΤΡΑΠΕΖΑ ΠΕΙΡΑΙΩΣ – PIRAEUS BANK 

Recipient: ΠΡΕΣΒΕΙΑ ΒΕΛΓΙΟΥ – EMBASSY OF BELGIUM 

IBAN: GR58 0172 0500 0050 5006 0327 934 

BIC: PIRBGRAA 

Please include the following reference: PROFESSIONAL CARD_LAST NAME_FIRST NAME 

More information: Third country nationals | IBZ 

 

➢ SINGLE PERMIT  

• Work permit  

 

To work as an employee in Belgium, a third-country national must obtain a work permit. 

The national must apply for a work permit from the competent Region. The application is submitted 

by the employer via a one-stop shop Welcome to Working in Belgium - Working in Belgium 

https://dofi.ibz.be/en/themes/third-country-nationals
https://www.workinginbelgium.be/en/home.html
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As the application for a work permit also serves as an application for a residence permit, the applicant 

must attach documents relating to both work and residence.  

Belgian regulations relating to foreign workers fall within the competence of the Regions. 

For more information on this subject, please consult the websites of the various regional 

administrations: 

❖ Flemish Region: In Vlaanderen komen werken | Vlaanderen.be 

❖ Brussels-Capital Region: La Région de Bruxelles-Capitale | be.brussels 

❖ Walloon Region: Work permit - Emploi et Formation professionnelle en Wallonie 

❖ German Speaking Community: Ostbelgien Live - Home 

 

 

• Residence permit 

 

A third-country national who has obtained a work permit (single permit or work permit) must also 

apply for a permit to stay in Belgium for more than 90 days. 

If the application, the worker is authorized to work and stay in Belgium for more than 90 days. 

Once the single permit obtained, workers residing abroad must apply for a D visa (long-stay national 

visa) from the Belgian embassy or consulate general responsible for their place of residence. 

The documents relating to the stay are: 

1.  2 printed copies of the application form for a TYPE D Visa: 

https://visaonweb.diplomatie.be/.  

2. Proof of payment of the fee (180€ for a TYPE D Visa) 

3. A copy of the recent worker's valid passport  

4. A valid residence card issued by local authorities. 

5. A copy of the decision to grant you a single permit ("annex 46") 

6. Three recent passport photos 

7. A copy of your contract of employment  

 

https://www.vlaanderen.be/werken/in-vlaanderen-komen-werken
https://be.brussels/fr
https://emploi.wallonie.be/en/home/travailleurs-etrangers/permis-de-travail.html
https://ostbelgienlive.be/
https://visaonweb.diplomatie.be/
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Print all original documents + copies 

 

Payments can only be made by bank transfer to the Embassy's bank account: 

Bank : ΤΡΑΠΕΖΑ ΠΕΙΡΑΙΩΣ – PIRAEUS BANK 

Recipient: ΠΡΕΣΒΕΙΑ ΒΕΛΓΙΟΥ – EMBASSY OF BELGIUM 

IBAN: GR58 0172 0500 0050 5006 0327 934 

BIC: PIRBGRAA 

Please include the following reference: SINGLE PERMIT_LAST NAME_FIRST NAME 

 

For all other relevant information, please consult Coming to work in Belgium | Belgium.be 

 

https://www.belgium.be/en/work/coming_to_work_in_belgium

