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       Athens, 12th November, 2015. 

Dear Compatriots in Greece and Cyprus, 

I presented my credentials to H.E. Mr. Prokopis Pavlopoulos, President of the 
Hellenic Republic, on Monday 09th November, 2015, thus fully assuming my 
duties as Ambassador of Belgium in Greece. 

I start my mission in peculiar circumstances as the Embassy has had to face, 
over the last months, several challenges : 

• the expansion of its duties in the sense that, with the closing down of 
our Embassy in Nicosia for budgetary reasons, on 15th May, 2015, the 
Belgian Embassy in Athens is now also responsible for Cyprus. 

• the almost simultaneous departure of the Ambassador, of the First 
Secretary and of the Consul. 

• a reduction of the Embassy’s staff by 30 % (including the employees of 
the former Embassy in Nicosia); also for budgetary reasons. 

Together with the new Consul, Mrs. Dominique Schoofs, who has started her 
mission in Athens in September, I can assure you that, notwithstanding the 
above-mentioned reorganization, the Belgian community in Greece (and in 
Cyprus) will continue to benefit from the efficient and high-quality services and 
assistance that this Embassy has always tried to render to its citizens. 

Finally, I would not like to end this message without expressing my gratitude 
to my predecessor, Ambassador Marc Van den Reeck, and his team, First 
Secretary David Lomastro and Consul Theo Dirix, for their contribution to the 
development of the relations between Belgium and Greece and for the 
numerous activities that they deployed during their stay in Athens.  I wish 
them a lot of success in their new functions. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
Luc LIEBAUT, 

Ambassador of Belgium. 
 


